ENGLISH 318: Special Topics 

Monsters and Monstrous Beings

Dr. Kozikowski, christine.kozikowski@ub.edu.bs

Office Hours by appointment

 

 

Description

Humanity has a long history of defining itself through what it is not. From the monsters on the margins of maps of the known world to the moody bloodsuckers of modern fiction, creatures that are deemed not quite human have contributed meaningfully to the ongoing conversation about what it means or should mean to be human. In this special topics course, we will explore the implications of this vexed dichotomy through a variety of theoretical, historical, and cultural lenses, exploring a range of meaning in the concept of monsters and monstrosity. You will then design a research project of your own, choosing relevant primary and secondary sources to help you raise, as well as offer potential answers to, provocative questions about the nature and function of monsters. 

Course Objectives 

• Students will understand and apply select theoretical and practical issues in the discipline of literary studies. 

• Students will become conversant with representative texts and a selected issue in literary history that allows for the integration of the aims of the discipline. 

• Students will propose, research and execute a substantive literary argument appropriate to the topic. 

• Students will be able to make effective oral presentations, both individual and collaborative. 

Required Texts

o   Matheison, Richard. I am Legend. Tor, 2007.

o   Thompson, Nalo. Skin Folk.Warner, 2001.

o   Other materials provided

 

Participation & Attendance

English 318 is a flex class. Students must attend weekly live meetings and complete all weekly reading and writing assignments on the schedule to be considered as attending class. Students who do not participate or who fall behind will not be able to make up work at the end of the semester. 

 

Students must complete assigned readings and watch assigned videos. Active, thoughtful participation is essential to your success in this class. 

Work Week 
To avoid confusion about everything that is due in a week, annotations, assignments, quizzes and discussions will generally be due on the same days of the week, every week.  Patterns help students stay on top of the demands of classes. 

Notable points:

·        The work week in this class will begin on Tuesdays at 12:00am and end on Mondays at 11:59pm.

·        You can always turn in work early.

·        Essays are the ONLY activity accepted late.

·        Expect to spend 6-9 hours a week on activities related to this class.

 

Assessment

During the semester, final grades will be awarded to the following:

Participation……………………….....10%

Assignments………………………....15%

Test………………………………….15%

Multimedia Presentation…….............15%

Paper(s)……………………...……….45%

Total….……………………………..100%

Analytical Paper: a 4 to 5-page paper focusing on the close, analytical reading of a text or texts from the first half of the semester utilizing the theoretical framework of monstrosity.

Research Project: a 10-page, research-based essay about the function of monstrosity in the text of your choosing, which need not be one that we covered in class. All topics do, however, need to be approved by me before you begin the research process, so start thinking about your interests along these lines early. This paper is the culmination of your study in this seminar and, in many ways, the major as whole, which is why it contributes heavily to your final grade in this class. As part of this assignment you will be expected to meet a variety of preliminary deadlines (proposal, annotated bibliography, drafts, etc.) before submitting your final product.

Late Work Policies

This class requires attention to deadlines; you are responsible for knowing, understanding, and remembering these policies:

 

Essays

o   Deduction of 5% per day late up to 7 days 

o   Essays turned late may not receive comprehensive comments

o   Essays will not be accepted after 7 days late

 

 

Participation Assignments

o   There are TWO deadlines for discussions and annotations: primary responses and responses to classmates. An on-time submission hits BOTH deadlines. 

o   A late discussion/annotation misses the primary response deadline but completes all requirements by end of the work week. 

o   Participation activities submitted after the end of the work week will not receive credit. 

o   Work may always be completed early in the week! 

 

Support Services
Tutoring services are available through the University Writing Centre. Visit https://cob.mywconline.com/ for assistance. You may also make an appointment to consult me through Calendly. 

 

Plagiarism

Broadly, plagiarism is the use of another’s language and/or ideas without acknowledging the source or using an essay for more than one course. The following actions also constitute plagiarism: 

·        submitting a whole paper, paragraph, section, or sentence written by someone else as your own

·        paying someone to write a paper for you

·        patchwriting, blending sources and citing some, mixing or copying from a source text and then deleting some words, altering grammatical structures, or plugging in one-for-one synonym-substitutes.

·        using a tutor, friend, or relative to deeply edit your paper

 

The university considers plagiarism a serious form of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism in this course results in one or more of the following consequences:

1.      Warning from the professor & original work graded (chair alerted)

2.      Zero on the assignment & warning from chair (letter regarding infraction sent to registrar for the student's file)

3.      Expulsion

SCHEDULE

Tentative and subject to change as needed

 

 

 

Week 1 – January 11

 

Course overview; Avoiding Plagiarism* Must pass activity to progress to week 2

 

Cohen – “Monster Culture” 

 

Week 2 – January 18  -- Monstrous Creatures

 

Beowulf

 

Week 3 – January 25

 

Godzilla

Freud – “The Uncanny”

 

Week 4 – February 1

 

King, “The Mist”

 

Week 5 – February 8

 

Aliens

 

Kristeva – “The Abject” from Powers of Horror

 

Week 6 – February 15 - Human Monsters

 

Mythologies, TBA

 

Week 7 & 8 – February 22 (Feb 24-Mar 1- Midsemester break)

 

Thompson, selections TBA

 

Week 9 – March 8 

 

Romero – Night of the Living Dead

Week 11 – March 22  – Monstrous Humans

 

Bierce, “Chicamaugua”; Bradbury, “The Dwarf”;